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Cultivate Lancaster Ignites 2026 with Bold Expansion and
Dynamic New Leadership!

Lancaster, PA. (February 6, 2026) Cultivate Lancaster is pleased to announce significant
developments for 2026, including the appointment of Catherine Bonser as Director and the
upcoming launch of Cultivate Lancaster Business Mentors.

Catherine Bonser joins Cultivate Lancaster with an extensive background in business
management. Her career has encompassed strategic leadership roles within
manufacturing, engineering, innovation, marketing, and sales. Prior to her new role, Ms.
Bonser dedicated seven years as a volunteer with SCORE Lancaster Lebanon, serving as
Chapter Chair where she led a team of 70 volunteer mentors. Over her tenure, she
personally advised over 100 small business clients. Her expertise spans a broad array of
enterprises at varying stages of development.

Ms. Bonser understands the critical importance of small businesses to the Lancaster
County economy and is committed to supporting entrepreneurs as they navigate
challenges and pursue growth. She believes that the prosperity of Lancaster County is
closely tied to the success of its entrepreneurs and local businesses, and she aims to
further this mission through her leadership at Cultivate Lancaster.

“We are excited to have Cathy on board as our new Director of Cultivate Lancaster. She
brings a wealth of experience with her work with entrepreneurs and small business
owners,” Tom Wallace, Cultivate Lancaster Steering Committee Chair and Director of
Business Development at the Lancaster Chamber.

Under Ms. Bonser’s direction, Cultivate Lancaster will continue to provide essential
resources, guidance, and connections to help entrepreneurs and small businesses
achieve sustained growth and promote inclusive economic development throughout the
region. "I'm passionate about Cultivate Lancaster's mission to empower small businesses
and entrepreneurs through meaningful connections, collaboration, and mentorship.
Seeing our talented professionals give back to the community inspires me to believe these



expanded services will truly strengthen our local economy and help both businesses and
partners thrive together." says Bonser.

In the upcoming months, Cultivate Lancaster will introduce Cultivate Lancaster Business
Mentors, a team of experienced professionals and volunteer leaders focused on assisting
small business owners and entrepreneurs in Lancaster County and adjacent areas. The
Cultivate Lancaster website will be enhanced to support these mentoring services,
enabling users to learn about the process, request mentorship online, and select mentors
aligned with their needs. Research from the SBA indicates that businesses engaged with
mentors are twice as likely to persist beyond five years, experience higher revenues, and
grow more rapidly by leveraging insights, expanding networks, and strengthening
confidence. These mentors play a pivotal role in helping entrepreneurs overcome early-
stage challenges and foster long-term success.

To further support community business resources, Cultivate Lancaster Business Mentors
will collaborate with entrepreneurs to ensure readiness for engaging relevant resources,
developing robust business and financial plans, addressing funding requirements, and
building confidence throughout the journey.

Beyond mentoring, Ms. Bonser and the volunteer team will work to enhance engagement
with members and maximize value for both individual members and community partners.
Signature programs such as "Money, Money, Money" will continue alongside the
introduction of new initiatives designed to strengthen support for small businesses.

With a spirit of innovation and collaboration, Cultivate Lancaster is charging into 2026—
expanding services, empowering entrepreneurs, and lighting the path for small business
success across Lancaster County and beyond. The future is bright, and momentum is
unstoppable!
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About Cultivate Lancaster

Cultivate Lancaster, is Lancaster County, Pennsylvania's, hub for startup and small business
resources. It provides a platform for organizations who support small businesses to connect
and collaborate; and provides a platform for small businesses to identify resources, meet
business support organizations, and network with each other. To learn more about Cultivate
Lancaster and explore local business resources, visit www.cultivatelancaster.com.
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